UNITING REFORMED CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA (URCSA)

GENERAL SYNOD
BELHAR CONFESSION- CELEBRATING A QUARTER OF A CENTURY
Theme for the celebrations: “JESUS IS LORD!”
Date: 25-26 September 2011

Venue: SA Gestig Congregation, Belhar

The Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa, regard ourselves, in all humility, as profoundly blessed by God. This blessing came in the form of God, calling God’s Church to be God’s witness at a particular difficult time in the history of South Africa. It was a time of great oppression and distress, under the apartheid ideology. Our oppression and distress were aggravated by the fact that apartheid was not only a political ideology, but it was also sustained by a theological and Biblical foundation.
In 1982 and 1986 the Church witnessed against this untruth and injustice, the Word of God was forced to proclaim, by declaring the secular gospel of apartheid a theological heresy. The Church consequently declared the situation a theological heresy and confessed the truth of the Gospel anew, in the concept Belhar Confession (1982).
 On 26 September 1986, the Belhar Confession was officially adopted in the Church Building of the SA Gestig Congregation, in Belhar. Since then several churches abroad have adopted the Confession as their standard of faith. Recently the Dutch Reformed Church’s Regional Synod of Western and Southern Cape adopted the Belhar Confession.
From 25- 26 September 2011 we  (The General Synod Celebration) will celebrate, together with those Churches abroad and in South Africa, who have accepted Belhar as a Confession, this Gift of God to us.

We have the pleasure of informing you of our program of celebration:
PROGRAM

1) BELHAR SUNDAY

25 September 2011: Belhar Sunday:
 The General Synod has declared Sunday 25 September as Belhar Sunday. This information has been forwarded to all Regional Synods, earlier by the Scribe of the General Synod. All congregations are called upon to focus in their morning church services on the Belhar Celebrations. Liturgical guidelines for this Sunday will be forwarded to all congregations by Monday 19 September 2011. 
*******************************************************
2) Sunday 25 September 18h30: Celebration of the Holy Communion

Preacher: Prof ST Kgatla (Moderator: URCSA General Synod)

Celebrants: Prof ST Kgatla and Dr Braam Hanekom

*******************************************************
2. Monday 26 September: 9h00-16h00- Conference

 Main theme: Belhar and the Challenges in South Africa today

Session 1: Belhar and Economic Justice
Speaker: Prof Sampie Terreblanche (Prof Emeritus, Economics- Stellenbosch University)
Topic: The Elite Compromise of 1983 and the consequences for Economic Justice and re-distribution of wealth in South Africa
________________________________________________________
Speaker: Mr Malose Langa (Lecturer/ Psychologist- School of Humanity and Community Development Discipline of Psychology: WITS)

Topic: Forces behind the lack of service delivery in South Africa
___________________________________________________________
Speaker: Prof Christina Landman (Unisa)

Topic: The Belhar Confession and Economic Justice

*******************************************************
Second session: 14h00: Belhar and National Reconciliation
Speaker: Prof Andre du Toit (Prof emeritus- Political Science- UCT)

Topic: The TRC and lasting Reconciliation in South Africa? A critical evaluation.
______________________________________________________________
Speaker: Prof LW Mazamisa (Prof emeritus- Theology- UCT)
Topic: The Belhar Confession and National Reconciliation

*******************************************************
3)  26 September 2011: THANKSGIVING SERVICE
Time: 19h00

Preacher: Prof DJ Smit (Faculty of Theology Stellenbosch University)

4) Belhar Memorabilia will be on sale during the celebrations
5) Exhibition of relevant material on the history of the Belhar Confession can be viewed during the celebrations.
